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A model Canadian

Man builds tiny replica
of Rideau Hall's
Pauline Vanier room
UY ALEX ul.ur«gu.

Frows wall to wall, the length of the
rooms is Just shy of fiveand ahal
cestimetres. On the flocg, » sinute
pateh of carpet Bes under four tiny
chairs, a tabde and o mindature
conch. Surrounding this fersituce
are detasied cabinets, a bookshelf,
several paintings and a fireplace
w each N0 weoce than a cettissctre
tall

Asyose Euniliar with the decoe of
Canada'’s offictal ressSences will like-
v recognize # for what it b a sepr
lea of Ridean Halls Paulitse Van-
bex roomn, caly this one is 1 times
sinalber

I wins buatht by Maaston Meonuan,
a 8 vear-old Surrey, BC. man who
deskgns satelines for & Iving. Be-
tween September and December
2000, be spemt roughly 150 bours of
his spase thime congleting the odd
at a work station in his garge

“I've always liked ssaking lintle
hizes,” sadd Meersaan, who i oot
ginally froos Holland, "When 1 was
Tintde, 1 used to fix alarm clocks and
g for iy siblings and netgh
bomrs and everything, And when
1here were Ty things that seeded
ficing, 1 would take thems sgart and
it therss Sogether apadn”

Meermsan, who lves with his wife
and Hyearold daughter, is an ar
dent ministure meodd cotbadat
Exidence of his passion can be found
in his office o1 work, whero follow
crployees often come 10 Inspect
the model satellpes be has dalk. He
b has a webaite, nupstravcom,

‘The most spectacular thing
was the detail he put
together!

ANN MALONE SIANCONS,

Manager, inferion desdon
official residences

1hat chronicles the thny products of
his latour, Omer the past eighe v
he's Badlt sinall veeshoss of old tools,
satelites, rocket ships, fumture and
ther objects

Mecrman sadd his latest creation
has recvived prabse from the on
line wimarare mode] badkfeg coas
muniey because of its lmpressive
Iy sanall scale and intsicate detadl
The repdicn rooan can sit dn the palis
of his hamd, and yet it inclodes 7
Indivedual pleces, some as small as
two millmsetres long and 0.2 mills

VL b O P A |

Maartin Meorman holds his 1/144 scalo miniature of the Pauline Vasier Room at Rideau Hall which hw built in

his workshop in Surrey, B.C.

metres wide. For the most part
Its made from fragpments of barch,
tnagde, cherry venoer and silk, and b
topped with varnisd ased paint

“There’s po potnt in sot (eeting in
all the detall you can. That makes it
fun,” he sud

Last your, sotoe of his friemdh unged
him to repdicate somsething bke the
Oval Office of the UX poosident
Meonizan, however, wantod 1o ore
ate a minatare version of somme.
thing e populag, s be decided to
take a book at Ridesn Hall OF the 110
oot in governor geeeral’s official
residence, Meerssan chose the Pay-
line Vanker roces = also known as
the Casadian 1oom — becatse of
the varkety of its comtents. The rosn
hobds a oumter of Bems from vark
o regdons of the coustry, and b
oftem nsed for medsa (nterviews.

“This rocen st had this whole
collection of furmiture from dffer.
ent apes wnd styles aod there's oo
Two géoves the sane & there” e ex.
plained. 1 thought: Jet’s soe i 1 can
btk woodded of that '~

Tor et the cxact densbons of the
oo, Moecrias contactod Ana Mal-
one Blancoail, manager of interior
derign for the official residences of
the Canadian govermusont

She sent him pletares and meas

The tiny replica room includes 887 individual pleces, including detaled
cabinets, 2 Bookshell, several paintings and a liveplace,

uremnests of the room 5o be could
drw plags for the his own vendon
At 17104 scake.

As b work peogressed, Moerman
persodically seet péctures to Malone
Blanc who wis stuneed by the
seale and peociiion of his work

“The veost spectacular thing was
the detad] be put sogether for beleg
so far awan” she sabd Al the okl
ings and the detall (of the room)

b was very goodd to captuce them”

Now that be's conmpdeted his mod. |
el from Rideany Hall, Mee n s
working oo an array of nearly - |
finitestinal tools for a tiny veeshon
of Pnoeehio’s workshop « at least, |
thats what be doos when hes not a2
the ofice

-1 benve & day Job, w0 most even- |
i and weekesds | work on the” |
be saad

LETTERS

Gentlemen helped
motorist on frigid day

One recent frigid moming a5 1
beft Sor work 1 had suffichent gas, 4
charged celiphone asd weatherap-
peuprsate clothing 1 figueed | had
the dements covered. What bap-
peoed next was something 1 didn
have covered

After passing a sexndtraller on the
#306, sy sight reas tiee blews Whale §
wilted patieetly fur CAA to attend
two genthemen gopged o ensure
that | ded sufficient gas to keep
cogine running and that CAA had
been notified Dt in oy vebiscke with
soch aduniration and apprectation s
the Kindocss of These strmgees.

Shoctly theveafter, another vehicke
stoppad. T exgdaised 10 the gentle.
man what had happened and be
comght e off goard when he sald
be could Belgy This woadeeful mas,
a gift from God, changed wy tire,
Boothess, stanling s snow up 1o his
ankles while donning his danghter’s
lovely piok flecce togue. In 30 &
grees below

This mam would a«
foe hds service

We are immdated, dathy with ran
acts of violence and tend to
foepet that people teally do com-
mit random acts of kindness, To the
geatlessen who stepped 1o wake
stire | was OK asd 1o the genthesnan
who got e on wy way, thank you
froen 1he bottots of my heart. 1will
never fonget yoo.
LORE LOWE, Xermnptville

t nothiag

Shining example
of the Canadian way

A frvend of mine from South Alner
ica has ceoently decided 10 beooioe
a Cansdian oftiven. 1 ot Richand
thaough a profect that Twas lovolved
with in Argentisia, With his sgecial
shallls, e wias able 10 secwre wirk in
Canada, specifically i Ottawa, where
he pow resides with his wife and
chibdren. Although we havent seen
each other as often @ we should, |
vecetved an el froos s receatly
eviting e 1o M Canadian citizen-
ship cath oolelaation. The yweariag
In was at 1) in the mweming donng
the Rargest winter storn of 1he year
1w winabile to sl it 80 the swear
ingan, bot sent 1y congratulations
Hexe bs what he wirote back:

“Hi Paul.

“Vesterday we were adfrald to deat
be able 10 make it with the car wo
we went walking polling the gith
slides.

It was @ nice corosmomy, but be-

canse the storm many people
couln’t go”
in those two sentences, 1 oo

| curved to e that this Gy was

already Casmadian, for bringiog the
best of Ay i‘mluu tradition. asd e

brag? \
wy’ \':._{_:!'_: g =k




